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DECISION ON PETITION UNDER 37 
C.F.R. § 1.181 TO WITHDRAW 
HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 



This is a decision on the petition filed October 8, 2002 under 37 CFR § 1.181 to a withdraw the holding 
of abandonment of the above-identified application. 

This application was held abandoned for failure to file a timely response to the Office action of mail date 
November 27, 2001. A Notice of Abandonment was mailed on October 2, 2002. 

In support of the petition, Petitioner provides a copy of (1) a Certificate of Mailing by Margaret Brown, 
dated February 27, 2002; (2) an Amendment/Response Transmittal with Certificate of Mailing by 
Margaret Brown, dated February 27, 2002; (3) an amendment filed in response to the Office action of 
mail date November 27, 2001 ; and (4) a post card with a PTO stamp indicating receipt at the USPTO 
on March 05, 2002 of the aforementioned items. 

M.P.E.P. § 503 states: 

A post card receipt which itemizes and properly identifies the items which are being filed serves 
as prima facie evidence of receipt in the USPTO of all the items listed thereon on the date 
stamped thereon by the USPTO. 

Petitioner has established that a timely response was filed on February 27, 2002 and the Abandonment 
was the result of Office error in not matching the response to the application file. Note that the best 
practice to establish a date of mailing is to include a certificate of mailing for each paper submitted, 
preferably on the paper itself. (See MPEP 512 sections entitled "Procedure by Applicant" and Use of 
Stamped Certification"). 

The petition is GRANTED. The Notice of Abandonment is WITHDRAWN. 
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The application file is being forwarded to the Technology Center support staff for processing of the 
amendment. After processing, the application will then be forwarded to the Examiner for appropriate 
action. 
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